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From a Press Release: 


Affirmation Calls for 
Dissent, Adopts New 
Mission Statement 


United Methodists should dis- 
sent from the prohibition of 
covenant services for lesbi- 
ans and gay men. The 
National Council of Affirma- 
tion, meeting April 25-27 in 
Cincinnati, Ohio, adopted a 
resolution calling upon United 
Methodists to dissent from 
the recently adopted prohibi- 
tion on celebrating or hosting 
covenant services for lesbian 
and gay men. _ Affirmation 
claims that the prohibition is 
not just, not law, and not in 
keeping with other Discipla- 
nary passages. 
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ITEMS NEEDED FOR THE FALL NEWSLETTER! 


PLEASE SEND ITEMS TO THE NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
NO LATER THAN AUGUST 10! _ 
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Mission Statement 


Affirmation is an activist caucus of lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgendered people organized to speak for our- 
selves. Together we: 


* proclaim a gospel of respect, love and justice; 


relentlessly pursue policies and processes that sup- 
port full participation of lesbian, gay, bisexual and 

transgendered people in all areas and levels of The 
United Methodist Church; 


overcome the barriers that diminish our common 
humanity by excluding or judging peope because of 
their race, gender, class or physical abilities; 


empower people to undertake works of inclusion ene 
justice where they are. Ta\al 
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Affirmation also adopted a new mission statement that clarifies its self-understanding as an 
activist caucus of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgendered people organized to speak for 
themselves, to “relentlessly pursue” full participation at all levels and in all areas of The 
United Methodist Church and to proclaim a gospel of respect, love and justice. The full text 
of the Resolution appears on page three of this newsletter and the Mission Statement is 


Please Note 


Reprinted from the April 1997 issue of To You 
with Love, an outreach of St. Paul’s UMC, Den- 
ver, CO. 


Spaces for Inclusion of Lesbians 
and Gay Men in the 1996 United 
Methodist Discipline 


Changes in 1996 United Methodist church 
law add to inclusion of lesbians and gay men. 
To implement a wider welcome, United Meth- 
odists need to know how to read beyond single 
references. 

Rules for United Methodists change every 
four years. The 1996 Discipline became 
church law in January, 1997. The 1996 Gen- 
eral Conference retained much of the 1992 lan- 
guage, but significant Judicial Council deci- 
sions footnote Disciplinary passages about 
homosexuality, relate them to the Constitution, 
and set requirements for implementation. The 
Judicial Council, a “Supreme Court” for The 
United Methodist Church, rules on the constitu- 
tionality of contested items of church law and 
appealed decisions made by bishops and 
annual conferences. 

A new era in Judicial Council decisions 
about legislation referring to homosexual per- 
sons began in 1993 when the Judicial Council 
was asked to test 1992 legislation designed to 
exclude homosexual persons and/or practices 
against Paragraph 4, Article IV, Inclusiveness 
of the Church. Par. 4 reads in part: “In The 
United Methodist Church no conference or 
other organization unit of the Church shall be 
structured so as to exclude any member of any 
constituent body of the Church because of 
race, color, national origin, status, or economic 
condition.: 

Judicial Council decisions about issues of 
discrimination against persons of color had 
been based on the responsibility of the General 
Conference, Par. 15, Article IC. 14: “To secure 
the rights and privileges of membership in all 
agencies, programs, and institutions in The 
United Methodist Church regardless of race.” 
In 1992, this portion was amended to read: 
“regardiess of race or status, and “status” was 
added to Par. 4. 

Paragraph 4 goes beyond Par. 15 by 
expecting more than fair implementation of 
agency and program rules. Par. 4 tests church 
rules by the principle of inclusion. If the rules 
exclude individuals on the basis of membership 
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in a group, the constitutionality of these rules is 
in doubt. In a setting where the Discipline is 
cited for the purpose of excluding a lesbian or 
a gay man, there are rigorous tests for due 
process. 

Some tests of due process are internal to 
the Discipline itself. The Social Principles are 
guidelines, not church law. The Social Princi- 
ples “do not condone the practice of homo- 
sexuality” and say that “Ceremonies that cele- 
brate homosexual unions shall not be 
conducted by our ministers and shall not be 
conducted in our churches.” However, clergy 
are given authority to oversee the worship life 
of the congregation (Par. 331.1). Judicial 
Council Decision 694 explains that the pastor 
is responsible to oversee the local rituals of the 
church and is also to be obedient to the author- 
ity and discipline of the church. The General 
Conference has established guidance, not a 
rule, that allows pastors to use judgment and 
discretion. 

The United Methodist Church does not 
have any rules prohibiting lay members who 
are lesbians or gay men from participating in 
any aspect of the life of the church. In some 
instances, gay men or lesbians have been told 
that they cannot hold a particular local church 
office, vote, serve as a member of a confer- 
ence or general church committee or board, or 
be a volunteer leader of conference or church 
programs. The Judicial Council has not sus- 
tained these forms of discrimination. 

Lesbians and gay men can and do serve as 
United Methodist pastors and have for many 
: Attempts to exclude them have been 
directed toward removing “self-avowed practic- 
ing homosexuals” (Par. 304.3) and pastors 
who have a practice (Par. 2624.1.b) declared 
by the UMC to be “incompatible with Christian 
teaching. Because the 1996 Discipline foot- 
notes these paragraphs with references to 
Judicial Council decisions, the standards of 
judicial scrutiny apply to the administration of 
these paragraphs. Neither paragraph stands 
by itself. Both must pass tests of due process 
defined by the footnoted Judicial Council deci- 
sions. 

Judicial Council Decision 702 requires that 
annual conferences or the General Conference 
must define “self-avowed practicing homosex- 
ual” and “status.” Without definitions in. place, 
church leaders risk violating due process stan- 
dards. Although the General Conference has 
defined “self-avowed practicing homosexual,” 

Please turn to Page Four ... 
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This is the statement issued by the National Council: 


A Matter of Conscience 


In April 1996, The United Methodist Church modified its Social Principles Statement with the addi- 


tion of the words: 


Ceremonies that celebrate homosexual unions shall not be conducted by our ministers and shall 
not be conducted in our churches. (Paragraph 65C) 


We call upon United Methodists to dissent from this teaching for the following reasons: 


1. Itis not just. It singles out one class of people and denies them the ministry of the church in a 


way that is discriminatory and cruel. 


2. It is not law. By description and Judicial Council decision, the Social Principles are intended to 
be persuasive, not coercive. The use of proscriptive “shall not” language is out of character 
and out of place in this document. It is not enforceable. 

3. It conflicts with the authority United Methodist law gives to pastors: The decision to perform 
the ceremony [of marriage] shall be the right and responsibility of the pastor. (Paragraph 


331.i) 


4. It is in conflict with the Social Principles commitment “to be in ministry for and with all persons.” 


(Paragraph 65) 


Affirmation: United Methodists for Lesbian, Gay and Bisexual Concems seeks to create a commu- 
nity of resistance to this unjust and oo eee Ar We ask those interested to contact 


Co-Spokesperson Jeanne Knepper at 
IL 60204 or E-mail umaffrm @concentric.net. V 


or Affirmation at P.O. Box 1021, Evanston, 
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The following article, by Jeanne Knepper, is 
reprinted from the February 1997 issue of 
Shalom to You, published by Shalom 
Ministries, PO Box 66147, Portland, OR 97290: 


REPENTANCE 
Repent! 


Stone-hard, the word scatters young 
people gathered around a _ street-corner 
preacher. Stem and demanding, it can be the 
last word gay men and lesbians hear as the 
church door or the family door slams behind 
them. Rigid with imagined contempt, it haunts 
the lives of women and men who were sexually 
violated as children. One such woman has 
written, “Anyone who asks me to repent 
triggers all the guilt | feel around the abuses 
that happened to me. . . | feel dirty and 
covered with filth. ! feel unclean. Who will 
clean me and make me acceptable?” 


It is hard to use a word that has been 
the tool of rejection and abuse, the subject of 
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worn. 
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caricature. And yet repentance, in its true 
meaning, is at the heart of the religious joumey 
for many people. 


Perhaps it would help to start with 
translation. Metanoia, the Greek word 
translated as “repent,” means think differently, 
transform your understanding. Because truly 
changed understanding results in changed 
behavior, it carries with it the connotation of 
action as well, asking us to tum around, retum, 
come back, take a different way through life. 


Seen in this way, repentance is an 


essential part of any real life transformation. 
Whether the medium is overtly religious, 
therapeutic or political, the process of dealing 
with brokenness is similar. First we must 
recognize that there is a problem, that we feel 
unbalanced, individually or as a_ culture. 
Recognizing our unease, we may first try to 
escalate our old methods, whatever they are: 
work harder, blame ourselves, explain more 
clearly, blame others, distance more, give in 
more, escape more, ignore the problem... we 
all know pattems that are familiar and well- 
Please turn to page Four..... 
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Spaces for Inclusion. . from Page Two....... 
the definition is incomplete (Par. 304.3 footnote 
1). The footnote explains to whom self-avowal 
must be made. If a self-avowal were made in 
Other settings to other persons these state- 
ments would carry no weight. Without further 
definition of “practicing,” “nomosexual,” and 
“practicing homosexual” it cannot be proven 
that what a person has said or written estab- 
lishes as fact that he or she is a “self-avowed 
Practicing homosexual.” 

A definition of “self-avowed practicing 
homosexual” will need to pass scrutiny of the 
Constitutional protection of status. Even if 
there is no evidence that the clergy status of 
“self-avowed practicing homosexual” was 
intended to be included in “status,” it will be dif- 
ficult to define status in a way that excludes a 
group of people and remains faithful to the prin- 
ciple of inclusiveness. Most annual confer- 
ences and the General Conference have not 
defined status. Without a definition, due proc- 
ess is not complete. 

The bottom line is that until problems of 
definition are resolved, clergy cannot be prose- 
cuted for being “self-avowed practicing homo- 
sexuals” without violating their rights. Lesbians 
and gay men called to ministry continue to 
Claim inclusion in the life of the church. V 
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REPENTANCE from page Three... 


The invitation to repent is an invitation 
to reconsider basic assumptions and patterns 
that may be contributing to our dis-ease. 
When Jesus spoke the word, he tied it closely 
to a proclamation of his most basic belief, that 
the realm of a God of love, justice and joy was 
immediately at hand. To repent is to choose to 
live in and create the reality of Shalom. 


For those who have been abused, 
rejected or victimized, the call to repent is a call 
to free themselves from the lies of the abusers, 
rejecters and bullies, and to reclaim what is 
authentically theirs, the boundless love of God. 
To repent is to claim the wholeness, the 
healing, the blessing that is ours as a condition 
of creation. To repent is to be joyous in who 
we are created to be and to invite our neighbor 
into that same joy. Repent! V 
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TURN, TURN, TURN 


The prophet lives simply, 
life and voice speaking the same word, 
repent. 


Repent. 

Turn around, 

change your mind, 

think about this: 

The holy is real, 

present, 

alive, 

and wanis you to know, 

YOU, 

you are beloved beyond comprehension, 

and so is your neighbor. 

Beloved and beautiful, 

whoever you are. 

Know this, and turn from all thinking that 
would ignore it. 


See the holy one 

coaxing the frightened out of dark hiding, 
comforting the wounded, 

rebuking the bully. 


Hear the word. 

Repent, repent, repent, repent. 

Return to what is most authentically you. 
Dance beloved and unashamed 

in the presence of the holy. 


Repent! 


By Jeanne Knepper, reprinted from the 
February 1997 issue of Shalom to You. V 


1997 NEWSLETTER DEADLINES 


DEADLINE DATE PUBLICATION DATE 


FALL 
September 10, 1997 


WINTER 
November 1, 1997 December 1, 1997 


August 10, 1997 


All submissions should be sent to: 
George F. Hodgdon 
Newsletter Editor 


New Bed F 


Statement adopted by the 1996 General Con- 
ference: 


RIGHTS OF ALL PERSONS 


Around the world, political and religious 
groups attempt to mandate discrimination 
against gay and lesbian persons through local 
and national legislative initiatives. We feel 
called upon as Christians to reconfirm our re- 
sistance to the strategies and intent of such 
groups. These groups falsely portray the basic 
human rights of equal opportunity, access to 
redress for harm, and justice as “special rights” 
in the case of gay and lesbian persons. 

This legal systemic attack results in per- 
secution and suffering. The legislative initia- 
tives effectively limit freedom of speech, free- 
dom of inquiry, and access to health care for 
persons with HIV/AIDS. This endeavor to iso- 
late and discriminate against gay, lesbian, and 
bisexual persons as a group within our society 
hurts them and diminishes the rights of all. It 
must be stopped now. 

It is particularly disturbing when religious 
values are used as a foundation for persecu- 
tion of select groups of people. It is crucially 
important that Christians insist that all people 
are God’s children who deserve the protection 
of their human and civil rights. 

The Social Principles statement of the 
United Methodist Book of Discipline gives us 
clear direction in the matter: 


We insist that all persons, regardless of age, 
gender, marital status, or sexual orientation, 
are entitled to have their human and civil rights 
ensured. (P 65G) 


The rights and privileges a society bestows 
upon or withholds from those who comprise it 
indicate the relative esteem in which that soci- 
ety holds particular persons and groups of per- 
sons. We affirm all persons as equally valu- 
able in the sight of God. We therefore work 
toward societies in which each person’s value 
is recognized, maintained, and strengthened. 
(P 66) 


therefore, all United Methodists are called 


upon: 


1. To refrain from signing petitions and to vote 
against measures that advocate the denial 
of basic human and civil rights to anyone; 
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2. To educate congregation and community 
alike about the position of the United Meth- 
odist Discipline on civil rights and its broad 
applications; and 

3. To stand against any political or physical 
acts that deny human and civil rights and 
the sacred worth of all persons. 


We do this as part of our Christian wit- 
ness and ministry. Never let it be said that 
United Methodists were silent during this attack 
on the rights of all. 


Reprinted from Shalom to You, April 1997. V 
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Affirmation seeks to: 
- coordinate advocacy with supportive United 

Methodist groups; 
respond to opportunities for ecumenical and 
interfaith witness and action; 
sponsor education and information services; 
inform members of activities in the church that may 
be of interest and offer suggestions as to possible 
responses. 


interested in knowing more about: 

Becoming a member of national Affirmation and 
receive the quarterly newsletter. 

Upcoming national Affirmation Gatherings. 
Affirmation groups or events in my region or city. 
Starting a local group. 

| want to provide financial support for the work of 
Affirmation. Enclosed is a donation of $ 


Name 
Street Address. 
City C—“‘ C;NCState___ Zip 


Phone 


Annual Conference 


All Affirmaton correspondence is mailed discretely. 
All contributions to national Affirmation are tax deductibie. 


Mail to: 
Affirmation 
United Methodists for Lesbian, Gay 
and Bisexual Concerns 
P.O. Box 1021 
Evanston, IL 60204. 
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Affirmation Newsletter 
Published by the Evangelism 
Committee of Affirmation 
David Gunnell, Chairperson 
George F. Hodgdon, Editor 
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Affirmation: United Methodists 
for Lesbian, Gay and 
Bisexual Concerns 
P.O. Box 1021 
Evanston, IL 60204 
Tel. (847) 733-9590 
E-Mail: 
umaffirm @ concentric.net 


Affirmation Newsletter is pub- 
lished quarterly and is mailed to 
every member of Affirmation. 


The official views of Affirma- 
tion are stated by the Co- 
Spokespersons. 


Opinions offered in signed col- 
umns, letters and articles are 
those of the writers and do not 
necessarily represent the opin- 
ions of Affirmation. 


We reserve the right to edit or 
reject any material submitted 
for publication. 
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- From the Editor’s Corner 


Animated Sodomites? 


A recent cartoon, by Mike Luckovidn, in the Atlanta 
Constitution, depicts an enraged Southern Baptist (holding 
a large book aloft) hollering “Sodomites” at Disney’s Seven 
Dwarts. It is just as well that the voice of Snow White was 
silenced a few months ago. Undoubtedly this would have 
broken her heart. Not to mention the hearts of the millions 
who have watched the picture throughout the world. 

The Southern Baptists, of course, were trying to 
make a point about Disney’s so-called acceptance of the 
“Gay Lifestyle” by giving benefits to the partners of its gay 
employees and by promoting “Gay Day” at Disney World. 

In the same copy of the local paper which 
reproduced the above mentioned cartoon, there appeared 
an article by Ann G. Sjoerdsma of The Virginian-Pilot 
entitled “Beating up on Disney for all the wrong reasons.” 
(Her basic complaint against the Disney organization is its 
ultra-commercialism.) 

She points out in this article that Disney was not a 
leader, (among Hollywood studios) in giving benefits to the 
partners of gay employees. It was a “Johnny-come-lately” 
and to be competitive it had to extend these benefits. Also, 
that Disney never sponsored the “Gay Day” at Disney 
World and “regularly disclaimed it until the profit potential 
became too much to resist.” 

So who is going to win this battle between the 
millions of Southern Baptists and the billions of dollars of 
the Disney conglomeration? Probably the Mouse will come 
out on top. 

But on another front, and something of interest to 
gays and lesbians, is a story in a recent issue of 
Newsweek, “Pray for China—Woried about religious 
prosecution, the religious right takes aim at MFN” (the Most 
Favored Nation designation) for Communist China. 

Could this mean that the religious right is getting 
tired of pummeling the gays? Well, the Family Research 
Council’s president, Gary Bauer, has taken an interest in 
the predicament of Christians in China. And so he is 
marshaling his troops to try to persuade Congress to deny 
the MEN to China. 

“Some Christians in China don’t agree with the 
American right’s hard-line approach either. ‘The most- 
favored-nation question has to do with politics,’ says Yuan 
Xiangchen. . . ‘It has nothing to do with religion. My friends 
ask me how they can help the Chinese church, and | 
answer them with just one word: “Pray.” 

Reading between the lines, it would appear that Mr. 
Bauer’s interest in the plight of the Chinese Christians will 
depend upon the response (in dollars) from the members 
of his organization. Will the cause of helping persecuted 
Christians overseas pay off better than persecuting gays 
and lesbians in this country? V 
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